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PARTIALITY, &c 


rere 


VS 


AN ſo far acquainted with you, as to 
mT know you are a true Friend to Chriſ- 
tian Liberty, and greatly concern'd 
EY whenever you ſee {laviſh Principles en- 
courag d and promoted. Foraſmuch as you have 
hitherto profeſſed a Diſſent from the eſtabliſhed 
Church for this Reaſon, becauſe you apprehended 
Inore is required therein to Communion than the 
Word of God makes neceſſary; it muſt be with 
Grief of Heart that you ſee many Eminent Mi- 
niſters in this City, who profgWa Diſſent from the 


5h 


_ Eſtabliſhment upon the ſame Principle, yet acting 


r ! Vs A RS” 


Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Function, which Chrift 
never made ſo; doing what in them lies to build the 
very ſame Foundations of Slavery among themſelves, 
which they have been ſo long endeavouring to de- 
ſtroy in others. From what I ha ve ſaid, you'll eafi- 
ly conceive I have a View to ſome late Proceedings 
of one part of the Diſſenting Miniſters at Salter. 
Hall. What they have publiſh! d ſince in their own 
Excuſe, ſeems to me but to aggravate the Matter, 
and make it yet worſe ; which is the true Reaſon of 


my giving you the preſent Trouble. I own it afte&s | 
me very ſenſibly, to ſee Men of their Character {of 


ſeriouſly, diſclaiming what . ſometimes, in a few 
Lines after, they fert and maintain. But fo it will 
be, when Perſons undertake to mix contradictory 
Schemes, and to ſupport ſelf. deſtructive and incon- 
ſiſtent Notions. + I am very ſorry that Gentlemen 
ſo learned, ſo wiſe, and ſo good, ſhou'd not be able 
to ſee. how manifeſtly they contradi& themſelves, 
I am very loth to.ſay that ſecular Intereſt, Reputa- 
tion, or any worldly View, has blinded and led 
them aſide; tho I am very much afraid many og 
ders-by. will be apt to think ſo. | 
What I undertake,” is to ſhew. you that theſe Gene 
deren have in their late Performance, called, 4 
Vindication. o f the Sub feribing Miniſters, &c. evidently 
prov. | themſelves, Syilty of Partiality, Impoſition, and 
aſſuming to themſelves Authority in Matters of Faith. 
; | Ot 


CSE. 
Of their 3 you may be abundantiy a 


| tizhed, by reading Mr. Pierce s. Anſwer to their True 
"Relation, &c. Bur leſt they ſhould not have fully 

enough declar'd it in their Relation, they take care 
again to publiſh it to the World in their Vindication. 


If youſ give your ſelf the trouble to read Page 31. 


you'll find they held Correſpondence with one Party 
of the People at Exeter, from whom they tell you, 
. They were certified by Letter, that Advices com- 


ing from thoſe that wou d not make a Declaration 
© of their own Faith, wou d be of little regard or 
© uſe among them.” They ſpeak a few Lines before 


that, as if they apprehended the Advices of their 


Brethren were deſign d only for that Part of the 
People, who ſuſpected their Miniſters as deviating 
from the common Faith : Which, if I am rightly - 
inform d, is quite miſtaking the Deſign of their 
Brethre nwho intended their Advices for the uſe of 
all, and not a part of the Church only. However, 


this is a plain Indication to whom their own Advices 


were directed, and with what Intention they were 
ſent. And this is farther ſignified in P. 10. where 


they expreſly declare, They think the ſuſpected 


© Party had given juſt ground of Diſcontent.” Is not 
this plainly declaring in favour of the other Party ? 


and that, as appears from what Mr. Pierce ſays, 


without ever having heard what he and his Friends 
had to offer for themſelves. But what is ſomething 
ſtrange, in this very Sentence wherein they ſo evi- 


dently make themſelves Parties, they accuſe their 


Bre- 


(6) 


Brethren; on the other ſide, of Partiality. How 
does Zeal for a bad Cauſe blind Mens Eyes? Were 
their Brethren partial, becauſe they · did not carry 
on a Correſpondence at Exeter with one Party only? 
Were they partial, becauſe they calculated their Ad- 


vices for the Benefit of, and directed them to all, and 


not one Party only? Were they partial, becauſe they 
did not take upon them to determine on which ſide 
was juf? ground of Diſcontent, not having heard what 
both Parties had to offer? From hence you ſee 
with how little juſtice they charge their Brethren 
with Partiality, and how very plainly. they have 
prov” d themſelves guilty of it. 5 


The next Complaint I have againſt them is 


| that of IMPOSITION: This indeed they diſ- 
claim, and are very angry with their Brethren for 
mentioning it only as the plain and patural Ten- 
dency of their Practice; tho at the ſame time their 
Brethren are ſo favourable as to declare they im” 


pute not to them any ſuch Deſign in their ſubſcri- 


bing, and requiring of others to ſubſcribe, p. 40, 
41, & 43. Notwithſtanding all the warmth they 
expreſs againſt Inpoſition in theſe and other Pages of 
their Book, yet if you will with me conſider ſome 
few Paſſages they have dropt here and there, you 
will find they have fully juſtified the charging. it 
Upon them. P. 8. They ſuſpect, the Plea of thoſe 

© whoare for declaring only in Scripture-Terms, is 

© uſed as a means to cover their real Sentiments, at 


© a Seaſon when they find it not ſo convenient pub- 
© lickly 


7 r 


an 

£ lickly t to own them” They.chink then it may be 
inconvenient to ſome Perſons to diſcoyer, their. real 
Sentiments. * you'll turn to p. 42. you'll find they 
are not altogether inſenſible what the E 
may be. And if this (that i is, their ſubſcribing} 
in the Conſequence of it, ſhall any way tend 
© to. detect thoſe who are departed from: this Faith; 
1 and bring them under Diſreputation, it is what 
© we cannot. help. Our own. juſt Reputation and 


c * Uſefulzeſs, but eſpecially the Interef of Truth, and 


© the Safety of precious Souls, ought to be dearer to 
c 3 than, the temporal Intereſt or Reputation of 
any particular Per ſon wharſoever.” You ſee theſe 
Gentlemen were not ignorant what the Incanvenien= 


ces of not fubſcribing would be ; they fareſau the 


"Conſequences, and yet perſiſted to require. it. This, 
however, muſt not be called Impoſition 3 no, by 


no means. Alas! Loſs of re yt Uſcfal- : 


vehiehces. "Phat: lay. no Temptation i in a. Max's 
way to prevaricate, to be diſhoneſt in his Profeſſion, 
to ſubſcribe, one thing and mean another. And the 


Reaſon viven for this, is moſt admirable;;. Our 
on jut Reputation and Vefulne ſi, but eſpecially 
the Iutereſt of Truth, and Safety of Souls, &c. 
Let us bur pat this into the Mouths of. the — 
Inquiſitors, will not the Reaſoning be as juſt, and 


every whit as well defend their Practice? If the. 


Me- 


* 


c Methods we uſe, mal in the Conſequence any 
_ © way tend to detef thoſe who are departed from the 
5 | Catholick Faith, and bring them under. Diſreputa- 
© jon, and expoſe them to the Power of the Civil 
+ © Magiſtrate, it is what we cannot help: The In- 
© tereſt of Truth, and the Safety of precious Souls, 
* ought to be dearer to us than the temporal Inte- 
© reſt or Reputation of any particular Perſon what- 
© ſoever. I cannot but think the Argument is 
exactly the ſame, whether made uſe of in Spain or 
in England; and that if it vindicates our Subſcri- 
bers, it does at che fame t time © RY the Spaniſh In- 
quiſitors. | ct 
1 latter end of p. 36. and 20 beginning o of 
the 37th Page, I think they plainly inſinuate, that. 
whoſoever does not believe that particular Expli- 
Were of the Doctrine of the Sacred Trinity, con- 
ind in the firſt Article of the Church of England, 
is oh Chriſtian. If this be not their meaning in 
that place, I muſt declare I can ſee no Connexion 
nor Senſe in what they ſay. 1 am the more in- 
elind to believe that this is their meaning, becauſe 
in 7. 32. at the beginning, they ſpeak of it as a 
thing” very ill, and by no means to be ſuffered, 
that thoſe who differ in their Explication of the 
Trinity, from what is laid down in the firſt Arti- 
cle of the Church of England, and the 5th and 6th. 
Anſwers i in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, ſhould con- 
tinue in Communion with thoſe who take their Ex- 
Pn of that Bene from that Article and 
| thoſe 


e * | 5 
thoſe Anſwers] And what may farther confirm us 
that this is their Senſe, is the Practice of ſome of 
the Subſcribers, who it's well known have refuſed 
Communion to thoſe who differ from them in their 
Explication of this Doctrine. Now, is not this 
Impoſition? Is not this making that neceſſary to 
Chriſtianity, and to Communion, which Chriſt ne- 
ver made ſo ? What is it theſe Gentlemen com- 
plain of in the Eſtabliſh'd Church? Is it not the 
making unſcriptural Terms of Communion? And 
do they not call their inſiſting upon theſe Terms, 
Inpoſttionn? Now, is not that which they them- 
ſelves make a Badge of Chriſtianity, and a Term 
of Communion, altogether unſcriptural? Where are 
the Words of the firſt Article of the Church of Eng- 
land, or of the two Anſwers of the Aſſembly⸗ s Ca- 
techiſm, to be found in Scripture : ? Or where is it 
that an Aſſent to thoſe Words is made neceſſary to 
Salvation, and fo to Chriſtian Communion 2 Till 
they can ſhew us theſe two things, it's moſt evi- 


dent they are to be charged with requiring 1 


tural Terms of Communion, and are guilty of t 
very ſame Impoſition they complain of in the 
Church of England. Will they ſay, That tho they _ 
don't find the Words, yet they find the Senſe of 
the Article and Anſwers in the Scripture > I an- 
ſwer, it's no ways poſſible to know what their 
Senſe is, without an Explication of the Terms 
Perſon and God ; and that the Senſe may be very 
different, according to the different Explication of 
| 1-0 thoſe 


— MT - 
2 thoſe Terms. Now, are all choſe various Sale 


theſe Words are capable of, found in Scripture, or h 

one only? If one only, why is not that one fixed, b 
and that alone made neceſſary to Chriſtianity? If m 

| all are to be found there, then the Scripture has no tl 

one determinate Senſe ;; which theſe Gentlemen will m 

by no means grant, at leaſt not in this Point. Lou tl 
may ſee how angry they are with their Brethren, te 

| .. when themſelves very illogically raiſe this Conſe- L 


quence. from their Words, p. 37. and in the fame e 
place declare, We have always thought that the lz 
"I BG: = of Scripture, in things of this nature, 18 but [ 
© one, and that our. buſineſs is ſeriouſly to find it 1 
out. Why then have they not fix d this one t 
Senſe > Why have they made uſe of Words capable. h 


of ſo great a variety of Senſes? Who knows: to V 
what Senſe of theſe Words our Aſſent i is required * t 
while ſome underſtand by the three Perſoris, three | * 
Names only; or three external Relations; others, b 
three internal Relations or Characters; others, 8 
three inexplicable Modes, three Some whats, theyx ſ 
know not what; others, three real Diſtin&ions: - 


Some by the Term God, underſtand one Mind, o- 
| thersthree Minds; others (if I miſtake not) a com- 
mon Nature ſubſiſting in three manners; anfwer- | 
ing to the human Nature ſubſiſting in Individuals 
Now, ſince the true Senſe of Scripture i is but one, 
various Perſons ſo widely differing in their Interpretation 
cannot have every one of them the Senſe intended by the 
Great Leg. ſtator, Foraſmuch as theſe Gentlemen 3 
have 


A- I 


oY 


have not thought fit to determine any one Seat 


but have left room for ſo great a Variety, why - 


might they not as well have been contented with 


the ſame Latitude of Expreſſion the Legiſlator himſelf | 


makes uſe of, and required a Subſcription to no o- 
ther than Scriptural Phraſes ? Since there muſt, af- 
ter all, be a great Latitude, why ſhould not that 
Latitude in which God himſelf has ſeen fit to 
expreſs his Mind, be judged the beſt? Sure- 
ly, every pious and modeſt Man will judge it ſo, 
Let theſe Gentlemen try how they can defend that 
Latitude of Expreſſion they themſelves have taken, 
that Variety of Senſes to which the Words they 


have ſubſcribed are open; and then I believe it 


will be no difficult matter to defend the Author of 
the Bible for that Variety his Words may lie open 
to. When once they give us a Reaſon why they 


have not fix'd the preciſe determinate Senſe of | 


Scripture to be -ſubſcribed, it will be very eaſy to 
ſhew them why a Subſcription to the Words of 
Scripture is ſufficient. 


- But, after all, ſuppoſi ing cher had deeb ; 
that which appear'd to them to be the one preciſe 


Meaning of Scripture in this Article of Faith; what 
Authority have they to require an Aſſent to this 


Senſe of theirs, as 2 neceſſary Term of Communion? 


Where do they learn, that their Interpretation 'of 
Scripture is abſolutely neceſſary to Chriſtianity ? 
Who has made it ſo > The Great Legiſlator > Then 
* would have told us ſo plainly, and not have left 


B 2 "us 
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us at the 8 of dubious Expreſſions, capa- 


ble at leaſt of ſeveral probable Interpretations. Or 
muſt it be taken. upon their word? But let them 


firſt ſhew us their Commiſſion to interpret Scripture 
for others, and then to make the receiving of their 
\- Interpretations neceſſary to Chriſtianity. Is not 
this the very thing in the Church of Rome, againſt 
which they make ſuch. Outerys: 2 Is not this the 
thing they ſo .greatly blame i in the Church of Eng- 
land? Has not the Church of Rome the ſame Au- 
thority to ſettle Terms of Communion, and make 
their Gloſſes and Interpretations of Scripture ne- 
ceſlary, as theſe Gentlemen have ? And why muſtthe 
Church of England be charged with Impoſition, in 
requiring an unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to her 
Interpretations of. Scripture? Why may not ſhe 
make what ſhe thinks fit neceſſary to Perſons being 
admitted to the Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Office, 
and to her Communion, as well as theſe Gentle- 
men? Why then have we heard ſo many Co 
plaints againſt her for the Ejectment of the Non- 
Subſcribers in 166 If ſhe. be: guilty of Impoſi- 
tion, it will be hard for them to prove themſelves 
guiltleſs. Rut ſuppoſing they ſhould miſtake the 
preciſe determinate Senſe of Scripture, or the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of receiving that Senſe in order to 
Chriſtian, Communion, (and I think that conſider- 
ing the acknowledg'd Difficulty'of this Article, it 
is great odds but that in one or the other they will 
miſtalte) what can ey __ to ſay for themſelves, 
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in thus taking upon them to unchriſtian and ex- 
communicate the Servants of their common Lord ? 


Is it not a far greater Crime to exclude thoſe whom 
Chriſt receives, to unchriſtian thoſe who are truly 


his Diſciples, than to fit down in Communion wit 


and treat thoſe as Brethren, who really are not ſo? 
This I am ſure of, that by requiring as an Evi- 


. dence of Chriſtianity, and a Term of Communion, 


the Belief of any one particular Explication of an 
Article ſo exceedingly difficult to be underſtood, 
we are. in danger of incurring this greater Guilt. 

One would think therefore, that if Men had any real 
Concern for themſelves, and awful Expectation of a 
Day of Accounts, they would take great heed how 
they made the receiving any Interpretation of theirs 
a neceſſary Term of Chriſtian Communion. - 


It's high time now to paſs on to the other matter 


of Complaint ; and that is, their As$8UmING to 
themſelves. AurHoRITT in MaTTaRS or FaIT RH. 


This indeed they expreſly diſclaim, as you'll ſee in 
P. 32+ latter end, where they ſay, © Their Brethren 


© have given a wrong Turn to their Argument, and 


7 complain of it as an injurious Inſinuation. For (theſe 


are their Words) they know we are as muchagainſt 
our Peoples building their Faith apon our Authority, 
and framing their Judgments in Matters of Sal- 
vation upon the private Sentiments of their Mini- 


ters, as any whatſoever.” | Notwithſtanding this, 


you perceive from what has been already ſaid, that 
be are for Peoples building their Faith upon their 


i 


A Au- 
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1 and that in what they apprehend the pc 
greateſt and moſt weighty Matters; (wherefore elſe Ne 
do they make the receiving their Explication of the - 
Doctrine of the Trinity neceſſary to Chriſtianity, 1 
neceſſary to Communion? If they claim no Autho- * 
rity, Why do they affix ſuch a Penalty? If this In- W. 
terpretation be not to be received upon their Au- * 
thority, why do they unchriſtian and excommuni- A : 
cate thoſe who do not receive it?) And they are Pre. 
ſo unhappy as to declare this but a very few Lines * 
after, in the next Page. Tl tranſcribe their Words: * 
We that believe theſe important Doctrines in the * 
© Senſe expreſs d in the Declaration, cannot but be 7 : 
concern d to have our Hearers perſevere in this ts 
© Faith. In order to which, we think our Decla- 

_—_ FT thor 
© ring in its Place and Seaſon, to be as proper a means bo: 


© as our Preaching. Obſerve well the Words: ſhou 


They think their Declaring as proper a means to make, 
| and 
their Hearers . in this F aich, as their * 
Preaching: ,, _ EC 
Now 1 beſeech you, what 8 can the De- 0 
clararion of a Miniſter's Faith have upon his People, 1 


towards their perſevering in the ſame, but what is 
derived from the Authority of the Miniſter? For the 
heart of me, I can ſee no other. And when they 
ſay it is as proper a means as Preaching, what is the 
Meaning of this, but that they apprehend all the 
Influence of Preaching too to be derived from the 
Authority of the Perſon who preaches? And that 

] this i is their real Wenne they have laid enough to 

ö | make 


(0 e 


the! 


| ; ws 15 57 
| us believe, p. 14. where they plainly east 
againſt a private Judgment, and the People's hear- 
ing any more than one Side; 1 1 Thafl conſider 
more particularly hereafter. 
an they did not deſign to claim to tee Au- 
thority-in Matters of Faith, and wou'd not be believ'd 
in theſe Points upon their bare Aſſertion, why ſhou'd | 
they ſay that the Declaring thgir Faith is as proper a. 
means to continue their People in the Faith as their 
Preaching ? All the World knows that their Decta- 
ring is but their bare aſſerting that this is' their 
Faith: Is then the bare aſſerting this is their Faith, 
a-proper means to make their People perſevere i in the 
faith? What is this but expecting their People 
ſhould receive their Faith upon their Word and Au- 
thority? And is this as proper a means as Preach- 
ing > Why then it's plain they expect that the People 
hould take their word for it out of the Pulpit too, 
and think that their bare Aſſertion is full enough for 
them to build their Faith upon. For my part, I al- 
ways thought that Preaching had been quite ano- 
ther means of Conviction than a bare Aſſerting. 
Perhaps the Preaching of ſome of theſe Gentlemen 
my not: But I confeſs I ſhould prefer that kind of 
Preaching, where the Miniſter, when he gives the 
Senſe of any difficult Paſſage of Scripture, lays be- 
dre the People the Reaſons that perſuade him to 
embrace that Senſe of the Words, and deſires them 
o examine and carefully obſerve whether they ſee 
lhe Force of-his Reaſoning, and no farther to be- 


lieve 


0 16 ) 
lieve what he ſays than they do ſee it: - In like man- 
ner, when he. raiſes any Point of Doctrine from his 
Text, he endeavours to make the Connexion and 
Conſequence appear very plain and eaſy” to - his 
People, and defres they would receive nothing 
from him as the Doctrine of the Goſpel, but what 
they themſelves plainly ſee does follow from the 
Words of the Inſpir d Writers. In my mind, this 
is a very different Method from a bare and confi- 
dent aſſerting this is the Mill God, This is the Senſe of 
his Word, This is the true Sripture- Doctrine; and a far 
better means to have the People perſevere in the 
true Faith, than to hear ten thouſand Miniſters de- 
claring it. If the Reaſon wil the People 25/7 apy 
time declare ph" ſubſcribe 10 | is not this Faith lf 
man? Is it not one and the ſame thing whether I 
at firſt receive my Faith from Men, or perſevere in 
it afterwards (however I at firſt received it) becauſe 
of their Aſſertions and Declarations? If this be the 
| true Reaſon. of my F aith, . hether begun or conti- 
nued, it is not built upon the Word of God,; but on 
the Declarations of Men- Yet theſe Gentlemen 
here ſay that their Deelaring IS as proper a means to 
haye their People perſevere as Preaching; i. e. bare 
aſſerting is as proper as reaſoning. If this be not af | 
ſuming to themſelves the Authority they diſclaim, I 
muſt deſpair of ever underſtanding any thing. But 
if you'll turn to p. 14. and read what they there 
* you'll be. farther aſſur d that * do ſo: © If 
| g © this 


ſe 


0 * 
i this laſt be granted; (i. e. the allot Perſons to 


© ſupport” their vum Senſe'of Scripture upon proper Occa- 


0 fun, with ſuch Reaſons as appear to them convincing) 
© then: both/TiHiitarians und Anti-Trinitarians "muſt 


be permitted by oommon Conſent to preach one for 


another, and to give their AM erent, and even con- 
tradictom Interpretations, tho it be in Matters of 


te greateſt Conſequence, provided it be doße ith 


* Sobriety and Charity. And who does not ſee the 
© Tendency this muſt have to confaund the Minds of 
People, and to run them into ſuch Vacertaimiet, 

as at length they ſhall not know what they are to 
* believe?” As for the Conſequence they draw from 
their Brethrens Words, Tam not able to ſee it ; but 
I ſhall leave that, with their many other illogical 
Deductions, to the Obſeryation and Remark of the 
Perſons concern'd, who I doubt not will think them- 
ſclyes oblig d to animadvert upon the Whole of 
what they ſay. I ſhalt confine my ſelf entirely to 
their Reaſonings at the latter end of this remarka- 
ble Sentence. And they are the very ſame that the 


Romiſh Church makes uſe of, for prohibiting the read- 


ing all Proteſtant Books, and even the Bible it ſelf; 
becauſe: (ſay they) the reading ſuch Books has a 
Tendency to confound their Minds, and run them into 
ſuch Uncertainties, as at length they ſhall not know 
what: to believe. Who would ever haveiexpeRed:ſuch 
Reaſoning from Proteſtants, from Diſſenters, who 
ſo ſtrenuouſly aſſert that every Man has 4 Right to 
os for himſelf? But how is he to exerciſe this 
C | Right? 
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Right. & By hearing of one Side only leſt his Mind 
ſhould, be confounded. ....What:is he to judge? Why, 
that what bis Miniſter tells him from the Pulpit is 
certainly true, Without lever knowing t hat may be 
alledg diagainſt it, leſt it. ſhould run him into 808 
_tainties,, and he ſhould not know what. to believe. 


that gvyery Man muſt helieye what his Miniſter > 


him, . without æver examining it, and\ conſidering 


what Arguments may he brought againſt. it, for fear 


of having his Mind confounded; being led into Uncer- 
tainties and Septiciſm: And yet theſe, Gentlemen 


don t aſſume to themſelves any Authority in Matters 


of Faith; if you'll take their Words for it. Only 
they would have you believe the Doctrines they 
teach muſt be true, and would not venture you to 
hear any. thing that may be ſaid in oppoſition to 
them, for fear of your being led i into Uncertainties 


and Scepticiſm; and warn you againſt it, leſt you 
mould be poiſoned with the contrary, Errert, p. 32. 


So that if you'll hearken to their Reaſonings here, 
and conſult. dour own Eaſe and Safety, you muſt pin 
your Faith upon your Miniſter's Sleeve, (that is, if 
he happen tobe of the Subſcribers Mind, not other- 


wiſe) you muſt receive for Goſpel all that he tea- 


ches, aud trduble your Head no farther. Should 
vou give your ſelf the Trouble to examine your 
Teacher's Dictates, ſhould you hearken to what may 
be offer dagainſtthem, ſhould you read any thing in 
contradiction to them, alas} this might be attended 
With 
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dreadful Conſequences: Poſſibly you might be 
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led to doubr of them; nay, No kiiows but that you 


might be convinced of their abſolute Falſhood, and 


fully perſuaded that the ditect contrary tor: what he, 
lays; down is the Truth? But what they muſt ber 
come of the Authority of the Prieſt? Is it not much 


better to ſave your ſelf the trouble of thinking; and 
reading, and conſidering the Force of Objections, 


and ſubmit to his unexamined Deciſions ? Are the 


Doctrines of Religion Matters of ſo great momeht, 
as that it's worth your while to give your {elf all 


theſe pains about them? Is it not by much the :moſt- 


likely, as well as the eaſieſt Way to find dut Truth, 
to conſider one ſide of the Queſtion only? Are you 


not ſure to give by far the moſt impartial Judgment, 


by hearkening to the Arguments and Pleadings of 
one Party only ? Is it not then the ſafeſt; the eaſieſt, 
and the beſt Method to depend entirely on yout Mi- 
niſter, to commit your ſelf: wliolly ta him, to be 
guided and directed by him in · Matters of F aith ? If - 
you are reſolvyd to proceed in a, contrary Method, 
have you counted up the Coſt ? Do yo conſider | 
the pains you muſt neceſſarily be at? Do-yourcdfſi- 
der the Confuſion and Fluctuation of Mind, the 
Doubts, and Fears, and Perplexity, that may en- 


ſue? Do you conſider the Uncertainty and Scepticiſm 
that this Method leads to? But if none of theſe 


Things fright you, and you are determin' d not to 
pin your Faith upon your Miniſter's Sleeve, nor to | 


receive any thing he ſays as Goſpel- Doctrine, with- 


o if 2 it by the Word of God, and be- 
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ing cotivine'd of its Agreeableneſs theretd; not to 


paſs your judgment in any controverſial Point with 
out giving an impartial Hearing, and carefully and 
diligently conſidering and weighing uihat may be 
offer d on both fides the Queſtion ; if this be your: 
fix d unalterable Reſolution, (as it is the profeſſed 
Tenet of all *Proteſtants) then the Reaſoning of 
theſe Gentlemen, in this Paragraph, has no manner 
of Influence upon you, does not in the leaſt perſuade 
you; but, at to you, falls to the ground. What 
pity it is they cannot prevail on ybu to renounce 
your Proteſtant. Principles, to renounce your on 


| Reaſon and judgment, and ſubmit to theirs l What: 
pity it is that all they ſay to you will not terrify: 


ydu from examining their Dictates, hearing what 
may be offer'd. againſt them, and judging for your 
ſelves | What pity it is ſuch obſtinaãte refractory 
Men as you are, who will hear both Sides, who 
will look into Books, who will conſider and deter- 
mine for your ſelves, obſtruct our Exgliſ Diſſenting 
Popery l! How triumphantly, how gloriouſſy might 


our Miniſters lord it over our Faith, were it not for 


ſuch as you, who fear not any Confaſſon in your 
Minds, by endeavouring to clear up Matters to your 


ſelves'; who fear not being led into Uncereainties, by 
looking into the true Reaſons and Grounds of your 


Faith; who dread not the being poiſoud with Er- 


rors, by making an impartial Search and Enquiry af- 
ter Truth ?. Thanks be to God, many of our Mini- 
fen have diſcover 'd em, to be Proteſtants, | 


not 


(62150) | 
not in Name only; but in Truth; hot by a mere diſ. | 
claiming Authority in Matters of Faixh, but by a 
courageous oppoſing it in their Brethren, and ex- 
horting the People to ſearch and examine for then 
ſelves, to ſee with their own Eyes, and” no farther 
to believe any thing to be Goſpel- Doctrine, than 

they themſelves ſee it reveal d in the Word of God. 

Upon this, Sir, I heartily congratulate you, as 

knowing it is what you greatly rejoice in q and can 

not but with you pity thoſe poor People who are 
blinded and deluded by the Arts of Popery, made 
uſe af by the Miniſters on the other ſide q and pray 

God witli all earneſtneſs to open their Eyes, that 

they may clearly ſee what true Proteſtaiitiſm is, and 

ſhake off that Antichriſtian n One CIR: . 

they lie under, - SS 11 3b 400 9 

I doubt not: but by this tian von are fully n 

vine d that I had no ſmall reaſon of Complaiut a- 

gainſt the Vandicators ; and I think I have clearly 

prov d from their own Words, that the good Purpoſes 
inteudel, (p. 43.) in ſubſcribing, were (not to make 
peace between the People and Miniſters at Exon, 
but) to declare themſelves Parties with the Diſ- 
contented, to aſſume to themſelves Authority in Mat- 
ters of Faith'z to diſtinguiſh themſelves from their 

Brethren Who would not ſubſcribe; to exclude 

them the Miniſtry and Chriſtian Communion, and 

expoſe them to Infamy, Want, and Beggary: which 

if it be not a fair Proof that the requiring their 

Brethren to ſubſcribe, is what they themſelves call 


Im- 


4611. )- 


Impofition'i in the Churches of Rome, auc our c E- 
ſtabliſhment, I mult e at a loſs een 


any thing · 1 28100 Doge ens 

I am very: — theſe Gullit 83 * Wood 
for Trees, and diſclaim what they are ſo ready to 
aſſert and declare in the very ſame Breath. Excuſe 


this ſmall Interruption of your otſier Affairs, and 


conſider it is the Caſe and Relief of one whoſe: 


Heart is truly griev d to ſee. the: Inconſiſtency of 


thoſe who profeſs themſelves Proteſtant Diſſenters: 


more eſpecially to find among many of their Mi- 


niſters, ſuch às are but half Proteſtants, and half 
gainſt their Brethren, make it evident, they can 


give no conſiſtent Account, why they are either one 


or the other. And indeed, it were eaſy to carry 


the matter yet farther, ' and make it appear, that 


they can give but a very poor and lame Account 
Why they are Chriſtians-. For had their way of 
Reaſoning prevailed, when Chriſtianity firſt ap- 
pear d, it muſt have been cruſh'd at the very Birth, 


aud che World have continued in the lame State it 


then was (moſtly Heathentſh, and partly Jewiſh) 


to this very day. For the People muſt not have 
dar d to hear Chriſt or his Apoſtles, they muſt have 


given ear only to their Jewiſh and Heatheniſn 


Prieſts, for fear of having their Minds conſounded, 


for fear of running into ſuch Unceftainties, as at 


length they ſhould not know what 6 believe ; I may. 


add alſo, for fear of being poiſon'd with Error. Thus 


you 
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you ſee, the Fear of Confuſion, and Scepticiſm, and 
poiſonous Error, (thoſe dreadful Bugbears they 
would terrify you with) had it prevailed in the 


time of our Saviour and his Apoſtles; would have 


prevented the ſpreading of Chriſtianity itſelf; as it 


Huſt at all times (whenever it prevails) prevent all 
Reformation and Increaſe of Knowledge. Thanks 


be to God, there were many in the firſt Dawn- 
ings of Chriſtianity, who were not made afraid 
with theſe Prieſtly Terrors. Thanks be to God, 
there were many at the Reformation ſhook off theſe 
Fears, and took Courage to look into their Bibles, 
and hear what might be ſaid in oppoſition to the 
Dictates of their Prieſts. Thanks be to God, there 


are many yet, Who are reſolv d to ſee with their. 
own Eyes, who: are inquiſitipe to know the Truth, 


who are diligent and impartial in their Searches af- 
ter it, and who think no Pains too great to under- 
ſtand the Mind of God in his Word. That the 
Number of ſuch may be daily increaſi ing, is the hear- 
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